
 

 

 

 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
May 1, 2008 
 
 

SEATTLE INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL SIGNS UP WITH BABELGUM  
 

300m+ viewers worldwide have chance to watch online the best of  
SIFF archive and 2008 short films   

 
London, Thursday 1 May 2008 Ð Babelgum and the Seattle International Film Festival (SIFF) 
jointly announced today the launch of a Seattle Festival channel on the Babelgum free, 
interactive Web TV platform. 
 
At SIFF Channel online viewers will find from today a selection of the Festival!s remarkable 
archive of films including previous Festival winners and Fly Films from 2004-2007. In addition, 
the new channel will, from May 22, contain many short films participating in this year!s edition 
(May 22 to June 15). 
 
From animation to live-action, experimental to narrative, fiction to documentary, SIFF covers 
every conceivable category, genre, and taste. Through this selection of cinema minimus viewers 
will enjoy the best new talent soon to be hitting silver screens everywhere.  
 
ÒThe 34th Annual Seattle International Film Festival is extremely pleased to be able to join forces 
with Babelgum in announcing the launch of SIFF Channel, an excellent new online venue to see 
and celebrate short films," says SIFF Development Director Nancy Kennedy. "SIFF is honored 
to work with Babelgum on this new venture as a way to highlight our outstanding selection of 
short films, and to give audiences an expanded opportunity to experience the Festival in a whole 
new way.Ó 
 
Babelgum!s CEO Valerio Zingarelli observes that ÒThis agreement with an established Festival 
with a justified worldwide reputation for innovative programming as the Seattle Film Festival is 
further evidence of Babelgum!s determination to bring the very best of independent film-making 
to viewers around the world and to provide an excellent venue for filmmakers and audience 
members alike.Ó 
 
Films from such diverse film festivals as the DC Independent  (Washington DC), Encounters 
(Bristol), Rushes Soho (London), Circuito off (Venice), Biografilm Festival, Human Rights Nights 
Festival, are already available through Babelgum. 
 
Using Babelgum couldn!t be easier. Consumers can sign up at www.babelgum.com to quickly 
and easily download the application onto their PC OR Mac and are then able to enjoy a wide 
variety of content focusing primarily on independent films and productions, nature and 
conservation, travel, participated sports and fitness. 
 

- Ends - 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Notes to Editors: 
 
About Babelgum 
A free internet TV platform supported by advertising, Babelgum combines the video quality of traditional 
television with the interactive capabilities of the internet, offering professionally produced programming on-
demand to a global audience.  
 
Using proprietary software, the Babelgum player provides content owners with a secure platform on which 
to distribute their programming worldwide and a unique model allowing them to monetise their content 
online. Babelgum!s editorial focus is on independent films, adventure sports, nature and travel, supported 
by the launch of a series of thematic online communities in those areas.  
 
Babelgum's content partners include 3DD, the Associated Press, Shine Limited, BBC Motion Gallery, 
Reuters, Gong Anime, IMG, Zed, Off the Fence and international film festivals such as Seattle, Rushes 
Soho and Encounters. The list of advertisers includes globally renowned brands such as Vodafone, 
Benetton and Yamaha. 
 
Founded in 2005, Babelgum is a privately held company, with offices in the U.K., Ireland, France, Italy and 
soon the U.S. 
 
www.babelgum.com  
 
About Seattle International Film Festival 2008 
For over thirty years, SIFF Ñ  the Seattle International Film Festival has been one of America!s preeminent 
showcases for innovative and influential filmmaking.  Just to drop a few names: The Coen Brother!s Blood 
Simple, Ridley Scott!s Alien, Danny Boyle!s Trainspotting, and Mel Gibson!s BraveheartÑ all had their 
World or US premiers at SIFF.  We even once played a rhyme-laden first short film entitled ÒVincentÓ by an 
unknown Disney animator named Tim Burton. 
 
SIFF is proud to announce the 34th Seattle International Film Festival, the largest and most highly 
attended event of its kind in the United States. Running a full 25 days, SIFF will present 191 narrative 
features, 57 documentary features, and 170 short films from 69 countries, including 43 World Premieres 
(16 features, 27 shorts), 38 North American Premieres (19 features, 19 shorts), and 19 US Premieres (10 
features, 9 shorts).  
 
SIFF 2008 will unspool from May 22 through June 15 at multiple venues throughout the city, with a stellar 
lineup of actors, directors, and film industry professionals as honoured guests over the course of the 
Festival. The full schedule will be available in The Seattle Times and online May 8 at www.siff.net. 
 
For further information on Babelgum please contact: 
 
Charles McDonald/PPR 
+44 207 292 8330 
charles.mcdonald@premierpr.com 
 
Andrea Giannotti/ Babelgumʼs Press Office 
+44 20 7268 2490  
+44 7825 892 640 
andrea.giannotti@babelgum.com 
 
For further information on SIFF please contact: 
 
Britt Curtis 
+1 206 381 1227 
britt.curtis@siff.net  


