
 

 

News release  
 

Babelgum partners with Leading UK  
Short Film Festival Encounters  

 
Film - makers given opportunity to broadcast their work to 

potential global audience of 300m + 
 
London, Thursday  1st  November , 2007: Babelgum, the next 
generation global Internet TV network, today announces a 
partnership with the Encounters Short Film Festival as it 
celebrates its thirteenth year. Encounters participants 
will now be able to broadcast their short films on 
Babelgum - available to a potential 300+mln audience 
worldwide with a PC and access to the Internet. This 
includes talent scouts from major production houses 
worldwide who will be able to screen films regardless of 
where they are or of whether they could attend the 
Encounters film festival. Film directors and rights 
owners can upload content from today until November 20th.  
 
The Encounters short film festival takes place annually 
in Bristol every November and is acknowledged 
internationally as one of the world’s most respected 
celebrations of the short film genre.   
 
Encounters entrants will also be given the opportunity to 
enter the Babelgum Online Film Festival. The festival, 
chaired by renowned director Spike Lee, will award 
winning film makers a €20,000 cash prize for each of the 
seven categories, two of which are dedicated to shorts 
and animation. More detail can be found at 
www.babelgum.com/online-film-festival/.  
 
This year’s Encounters festival has seen over 1,750 
entries from a record 66 countries laying the foundations 
for a truly global representation. Last year’s festival 
attracted around seven thousand attendees and almost 
three hundred short films were shown making it impossible 
for attendees to view all. This year the festival is 
expected to be bigger and better than previous years and 
the Babelgum partnership is designed to boost interest 
and ensure that entrants are exposed to the widest 
possible audience.  
 
Sue Lion, Encounters Managing Director sees the deal as 
important for the festival saying, “Encounters is growing 
in prominence and reputation but we remain limited by the 



 

 

amount of material we are physically able to screen 
during the festival. Babelgum provides a unique and 
innovative solution to this problem and opens up our 
doors to a huge audience to the benefit of all involved. 
Babelgum removes the constraints of traditional 
broadcasting to provide a global platform for niche 
content.”   
 
Commenting on the agreement Valerio Zingarelli, Babelgum 
chief executive said, “The Encounters festival is the 
UK’s most important short film festival and showcases 
some of the best from new and established talent from 
around the world. Babelgum gives consumers the 
opportunity to view that work in their own time wherever 
they may be. We hope to see many of the entrants taking 
the opportunity to further promote their work through the 
Babelgum Online Film Festival which gives them the chance 
to win lucrative and prestigious awards and gain 
additional exposure.” 
 
Film-makers can be assured their work will be protected 
while available on Babelgum. The site supports a host of 
Digital Rights Management facilities such as geographic 
restrictions and time-limited licenses. Additionally, 
content is delivered in a highly encrypted format to 
provide protection from piracy. 
 
In order to make their work available to a global 
audience, film-makers can simply upload their festival 
submissions to www.encounters-festival.org.uk and they 
will be subsequently made available on Babelgum. 
 
Using Babelgum couldn’t be easier. Consumers can sign up 
at www.babelgum.com to quickly and easily download the 
application onto their PC and are then able to enjoy 
masses of content ranging from comedy to sport to news 
and of course, short film. 
 

-  Ends -  
 
About Babelgum  
Babelgum is the next generation global Internet TV network. 
Babelgum uses peer-to-peer technology to provide the immersive 
viewing experience and picture quality of traditional TV with 
the interactivity and personalisation enabled by the Internet. 
 
Babelgum allows users to enjoy free, on-demand and 
personalised channels, using niche to mainstream content to 
satisfy individual needs for tailored entertainment. Instead 
of user-generated clips, it features only professionally 
produced content spanning film, news, sports, documentaries, 
music videos, concerts, lifestyle and trends, animation and 
scripted programs. 
 



 

 

Babelgum provides independent content owners with a protected 
platform on which to gain global exposure of their work and a 
unique model to monetise their content online. Babelgum’s 
content partners include 3DD, the Associated Press, Shine 
Limited, BBC Motion Gallery, Reuters, Entertainment Rights, 
Gong Anime, IMG, ITN, Ministry of Sound TV, Zed and Off the 
Fence, among others. 

Founded in 2005, Babelgum is a privately held company, with 
headquarters in Ireland and offices in the U.K., France, Italy 
and soon the U.S.  

For further information on Babelgum please contact: 
 
BabelgumÕs Pr ess Office  
Andrea Giannotti (mob: +39 347 3555096) 
andrea.giannotti@babelgum.com 
 
About Encounters  Short Film Festival  
 
1. To find out about the films shortlisted for Encounters 2007 
awards please visit: [http://www.encounters -
festival.org.uk/Encounters2007SelectedFilms.pdf.pdf  
or call Pam Beddard (contact details above )  
 
2. For details of the awards and prizes that will be presented 
during the festival in Bristol, 21-25 November, please see 
below or contact Pam Beddard (details, as before ).  
 
3. Encounters and Encounters Short Film Festival are the 
trading names of Encounters Festivals Ltd. The organisation is 
funded by Bristol City Council, and South West Screen. 
Principal Festival Sponsors are: Aardman Animations, Cartoon 
Network, EA Games and HP. Partners are: UK Film Council (via 
its National Lottery funding) BBC Three, BBC New Talent, and 
BBC Film Network. Major Sponsors are: Babelgum, Films @59, 
Film Four, Nickelodeon, the University of Bristol, and UWE 
(the University of the West of England - School of Art, Media 
& Design). Additional sponsors are: animate!, BAFTA, Bristol 
Media, Cosgrove Hall Films, Doghouse Post Production, ITV 
West, Kodak, NAHEMI, Skillset, Singapore Film Commission, 
Smith & Williamson Solomon Hare and TLT.  
Sponsors in kind are : A Productions, Cobra Premium Beer, Fed 
Ex, James T Lundie, Premier Travel Inn, Tijuana Design, The 
Hospital Club, Visual Impact, Watershed and Wonky Films. Media 
Sponsors are BBC Film Network, Shooting People, Imagine & 
Vertigo. www.encounters - festival.org.uk  
 
4. ENCOUNTERS SHORT FILM FESTIVAL 2007: AWARDS  
Winners of the awards will be announced at a gala AWARDS 
CEREMONY at Watershed, Bristol, on Saturday 24 November 
(7.30pm Ð 9pm)  
 
For further information on Encounters please visit 
www.encounters-festival.org.uk or contact Pam Beddard,  
+44 (0) 1179 870 422/ +44 (0) 7767 621 207;  
pam.beddard@btinternet.com; 


