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Media Alert

Watch short films from the best of the World’s talent
wherever you are, on Babelgum

Babelgum launches dedicated Encounters channel
on platform

London, Tuesday 20* November 2007 - 9am GMT on Wednesday 21°°
November will see content from this year’s Encounters film festival
available to anyone in the world with a PC and a broadband
connection. Babelgum, the next generation global internet TV network,
is bringing a selection of the world’s talent in short film to your
home, hotel room, or wherever you are with access to the internet
through a dedicated Encounters channel on the platform.

Encounters is the leading UK Short Film Festival and will be showing
187 films from the best new and established talent from across the
globe at this year’s event, a collection of which will be available
on Babelgum from tomorrow. Traditionally, film festivals have been
limited by the amount of material they are physically able to show
but now there is an innovative solution that opens the doors to a
huge audience to the benefit of all involved.

Babelgum, with the potential to reach of 300m users worldwide, is at
the centre of the emerging multi-format (internet, Video on Demand,
streaming) and global broadcast market that allows consumers to view
media in their own time, wherever in the world they may be.

In choosing the finalists for Encounters 2007, the selectors have
picked 187 films that tell very different stories - funny, tragic,
scary, dramatic, shocking - and in a broad mix of styles, from live
action thrillers to charming animation. Each of which engages
attention. However, the entries appear to provide a barometer to the
mood and preoccupations of the world today. Despite the number of
entries seen, and the huge diversity of countries, cultures and
styles represented, there is a thread of darkness running through
many of films. Loss, the threat of violence, anxiety about change and
the things that may go bump in the night are themes that occur again
and again. Often, even the comedies have a hint of black humour about
them.

The short films available on the Encounters channel include works by
upcoming film-makers such as Shon Lim, who was shortlisted for the
Akira Kurosawa Memorial Short Film Competition 2006, upcoming Brits
Tom Williams, and writer and director Adam Laity.

Babelgum is ideal for those with a passion. Whether it’s film, sport,
or documentaries there’s something on Babelgum to satisfy every
interest and using it couldn’t be easier. You can sign up at
www.babelgum.com to quickly and easily download the application onto
your PC so you can start to enjoy masses of programming that suits
you.

- Ends -



About Babelgum

Babelgum is the next generation global Internet TV network. Babelgum uses
peer-to-peer technology to provide the immersive viewing experience and
picture quality of traditional TV with the interactivity and personalisation
enabled by the Internet.

Babelgum allows users to enjoy free, on-demand and personalised channels,
using niche to mainstream content to satisfy individual needs for tailored
entertainment. Instead of user—-generated clips, it features only
professionally produced content spanning film, news, sports, documentaries,
music videos, concerts, lifestyle and trends, animation and scripted
programs.

Babelgum provides independent content owners with a protected platform on
which to gain global exposure of their work and a unique model to monetise
their content online. Babelgum’s content partners include 3DD, the
Associated Press, Shine Limited, BBC Motion Gallery, Reuters, Entertainment
Rights, Gong Anime, IMG, Ministry of Sound TV, Zed and Off the Fence, among
others.

Founded in 2005, Babelgum is a privately held company, with headquarters in
Ireland and offices in the U.K., France, Italy and soon the U.S.

www .babelgum.com

Babelgum’s Press Office
Andrea Giannotti (mob: +39 347 3555096)

andrea.giannotti@babelgum.com

About Encounters Short Film Festival

1. To find out about the films shortlisted for Encounters 2007 awards please
visit: [http://www.encounters -

festival.org.uk/Encounters2007SelectedFilms.pdf.pdf

or call Pam Beddard (contact details above )

2. For details of the awards and prizes that will be presented during the
festival in Bristol, 21-25 November, please see below or contact Pam Beddard
(details, as before ).

3. Encounters and Encounters Short Film Festival are the trading names of
Encounters Festivals Ltd. The organisation is funded by Bristol City
Council, and South West Screen. Principal Festival Sponsors are: Aardman
Animations, Cartoon Network, EA Games and HP. Partners are: UK Film Council
(via its National Lottery funding) BBC Three, BBC New Talent, and BBC Film
Network. Major Sponsors are: Babelgum, Films @59, Film Four, Nickelodeon,
the University of Bristol, and UWE (the University of the West of England -
School of Art, Media & Design). Additional sponsors are: animate!, BAFTA,
Bristol Media, Cosgrove Hall Films, Doghouse Post Production, ITV West,
Kodak, NAHEMI, Skillset, Singapore Film Commission, Smith & Williamson
Solomon Hare and TLT.

Sponsors in kind are: A Productions, Cobra Premium Beer, Fed Ex, James T
Lundie, Premier Travel Inn, Tijuana Design, The Hospital Club, Visual
Impact, Watershed and Wonky Films. Media Sponsors are BBC Film Network,
Shooting People, Imagine & Vertigo. www.encounters-festival.org.uk

4. ENCOUNTERS SHORT FILM FESTIVAL 2007: AWARDS
Winners of th e awards will be announced at a gala AWARDS CEREMONY at
Watershed, Bristol, on Saturday 24 November (7.30pm P9pm)

For further information on Encounters please visit www.encounters-

festival.org.uk or contact Pam Beddard,
+ 44 (0)117 987 0422/ + 44 (0) 7767 621207; pam.beddard@btinternet.com




